Touring The

Eastern Loop Of The The famous “Kite-Shaped Track” railroad excursion
. was born on the heels of Southern California’s great
Kite Shaped Track land boom of the 1880’s and became one of the

finest tourist attractions in the west.

Toward the close of the 1800’s, the country was
entering an era of newfound mobility and tourism
and the railroads were seizing the opportunity to
expand their business.

In January of 1892, the Southern California
Railroad (which later became part of the Santa Fe)
began operating this unique figure-eight shaped
route to entice tourists and promote the
development of their properties along the way.

In a stroke of promotional genius or fantastic luck,
: the railroad stitched together the 166-mile long
No Scene Twice Seen route from existing lines that ran though some of
' the most picturesque and scenic areas of Southern
California. The “Kite” name came from a figure-
By Mark Landis eight style horse racing track that was popular
during the era.

The figure-eight route laid horizontally across Southern California extending from Los
Angeles to the San Bernardino Valley. The smaller end of the figure-eight circled the
citrus belt of the San Bernardino Valley and became known as “the eastern loop,” or
simply “the loop.” The eastern loop was sometimes called “the tail of the kite” because
of its smaller size and position.

Relief map from
the Sania Fe
Railroad showing
the route of the
Kite-Shaped Track
excursion in
Southern
California.




Touring The Eastern Loop of The Kite-Shaped Track

The Kite excursions became more than just
a sightseeing trip. Railroad literature
boasted that there was “no scene twice seen”
on the trip and passengers could become
immersed in the scenery along the rambling
166-mile journey.

A 1908 Santa Fe brochure promoting the
excursion provides a colorful description of
the atmosphere to be experienced that was
especially enticing to easterners:

“The air is redolent of orange blossoms,
and the golden fruit hugging the deep green
Joliage has a fascination for those whose
homes are in harsher climes.”

After a quarter-century of successfully promoting the virtues of the region, the excursion
faded quietly into obscurity around 1917 and the beginning of World War I. With careful
observation and a bit of imagination, some of the wonderful vistas and landmarks can
still be experienced along the route of the historic eastern loop.

Advertisements from the Los Angeles Times in 1907




Touring The Eastern Loop of The Kite-Shaped Track

The information presented here will help present-day sightseers to follow the route of the
eastern loop and revisit some of the sights that Kite excursionists enjoyed on their
extraordinary journey.

The Kite excursions began at La Grande Station in Los Angeles. The route was highly promoted with
the figure-eight becoming the icon of the excursion. Note the figure-eight walkway in the landscaping,
This depot was opened in 1893, and served until 1939 when it was replaced by the current downtown
Union Station.

The first Kite excursion of the day left La Grande Station in Los Angeles at 8:30 am.
Along the route, passengers were treated to some of the most beautiful and diverse
landscapes in Los Angeles, San Bemardino, Riverside and Orange Counties. Riders were
encouraged to disembark at some of the more picturesque cities such as Pasadena,
Redlands, and Riverside. Excursionists could take carriage rides along well-manicured
streets and marvel at the homes and mansions nestled among orange groves, semi-tropic
gardens, and parks.

-All manner of advertising material was produced to promote the Kite excursions, This small souvenir
booklet from 1895 listed both the Southern California Railway and the Santa Fe Route. The booklet was
made in the figure-eight shape and offered a variety of sketches from scenes along the route.



Touring The Eastern Loop of The Kite-Shaped Track

The route entered the western end of the San Gabriel Valley at Pasadena and ran along
the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains. The route transitioned into the Pomona
Valley around Lordsburg (later called La Verne) and continued to skirt the foothills
passing through the farming communities of Claremont, Upland, and Cucamonga.

Excursionists entered the western end of the San Bernardino Valley as they passed
through the town of Rialto, home to thriving Muscat grape vineyards and sprawling citrus
groves. The next major stop would be San Bernardino, the beginning off the eastern
loop.

This postcard showing a variety of scenes from the Kite-Shaped Track was mailed from San Diego in 1899.
The sender used the small map on the figure-cight to illustrate his new address in the city of Orange.

The Eastern Loop

The eastern loop of the Kite-Shaped Track was built in two separate sections. The
southern section of the loop from San Bernardino to Mentone was built by the San
Bernardino Valley Railway and was opened for service in 1888.

The San Bernardino and Eastern Railway built the northern section of the loop from
Highland Junction to Mentone in 1891. Fred T. Perris, Chicf Engineer for the California
Southern Railroad supervised construction of both segments of the loop.

In 1892, railroad timetables showed the two separate branchlines had merged into a
single branchline.






